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Discussions about how food is grown and raised have reached the mainstream, and stakeholders across the food industry
are working to respond.  Questions about food production including how livestock is raised are quickly becoming the center 
of attention.  

Your guests are rightly asking questions about where their food comes from and how animals are raised.  The National
Pork Board welcomes these discussions, and when it comes to antibiotic use on the farm, it is our responsibility to provide
you with honest answers.  These answers will help you make informed buying decisions, as well as talk to your customers.

Below are answers to some frequently asked questions that should help your operation have an open dialogue with
your patrons.

ANTIBIOTIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

WHY ARE ANTIBIOTICS USED IN PIGS? 
The consensus among pig farmers, veterinarians and animal agriculture experts is that healthy pigs are directly related
to a safer food supply. Appropriate antibiotic use can keep animals healthy, just as the use of these types of medications
can advance the health of people. 

HOW ARE ANTIBIOTICS USED ON PIG FARMS? 
Antibiotics are administered to animals to protect their health and well being, which helps ensure food safety and public 
health. Only antibiotics approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) are used in pigs, and farmers work closely with 
veterinarians to decide which antibiotics to use to treat, prevent and control disease, and improve feed efficiency – which 
allows pigs to grow healthier on less feed. Which can be better for the environment.

Many published studies have found that the risk of resistant bacteria derived from animals treated with antibiotics is 
extremely minimal.1 It’s important to note many of the antibiotics used for pigs are not used for human health, as discussed
in an editorial in                     by Dr. Richard Raymond, former undersecretary for food safety at the USDA and a medical doctor. 

ARE THERE OTHER FACTORS BESIDES ANTIBIOTIC USE THAT IMPACT ANIMAL HEALTH? 
Yes. The use of animal health products, including antibiotics, is only one part of a comprehensive herd health program,
and farmers work closely with veterinarians to develop their plan. Biosecurity, diagnostics, vaccinations, facility maintenance 
and animal care are all part of managing herd health.

WHAT IS “ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE”? 
“Antibiotic resistance” refers to the ability of bacteria or other microbes to resist the effects of an antibiotic.2

WHAT TRUTH IS THERE TO THE IDEA THAT ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE IN FARM ANIMALS IS LEADING TO DRUG
RESISTANCE IN HUMANS?
There has never been a case of treatment failure in a person that has been shown to be the result of antibiotic use in 
animals. In fact, according to the Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy, a panel of experts estimated that 96 percent
of antibiotic resistance in humans is due to human use of antibiotics and not transferred from animal uses.3 Denmark has
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had a public policy restricting antibiotic uses in its pigs for more than 10 years, resulting in no objective improvement
in public health, but in serious consequences to the health and welfare of pigs.4

Furthermore, the U.S. pork industry has worked jointly with the Center for Disease Control (CDC), the FDA, and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) for nearly a decade on the National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System (NARMS), 
which is designed to serve as an early warning system to detect antibiotic resistance. There are no patterns from this 
research that show antibiotic resistance in bacteria from animals is affecting antibiotic resistance in bacteria in humans
and treatment of illness.

IS IT SAFE TO USE ANTIBIOTICS IN FOOD/ANIMALS? 
Yes. The FDA does not approve the use of antibiotics until they undergo a rigorous review to safeguard animals, humans and 
the environment. The FDA approval process is the first of multiple steps to ensure food products from animals treated with 
antibiotics are safe. Farmers work closely with veterinarians to decide which antibiotics to use. The federal Food Safety 
Inspection Service takes samples from meat to verify there are no unsafe antibiotic or other residues. There is a withdrawal 
time between when an animal is treated with antibiotics and when it goes to market for sale – there is extensive testing
to ensure meat sold to consumers is free of violative antibiotic residue.

WHAT ABOUT ORGANIC MEATS? ARE THEY SAFER? 
No. There is no scientific evidence that nutritional and safety profiles
of organic meats are different from conventionally raised meat products. 
Only growing, handling and processing methods differ.

WHAT IS THE INDUSTRY’S POSITION ON THE USE OF ANTIBIOTICS
IN PIGS?
The responsible use of antibiotics is essential not only to animal health 
and well-being but also to public health and the safety of food. Decisions 
affecting their availability and use should be based on sound science and 
what is best for animals and human health. The farmers The National Pork 
Board represents have a vested interest in preserving the effectiveness
of antibiotics. They use them responsibly, when needed, and in combination 
with other animal care practices to keep animals healthy.
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